Top of Allegheny

By Stan Cohen

An outstanding cnmgll_e of % (ilsiil Weg; cg(;:llfgmmd w hﬂ&-
field is well preserved at 10p © i c.at oﬂned Al

Summit, Camp Allegheny an Camp " .
Pocah t Virginia (see ma This could very
lw:?‘:ll be ﬁﬁ'ﬁsf‘ﬁi’ﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁ an u.gmaltered Civil War battlefield in

the United States. .y
200 feet of trenches, fpur gun em men one
comm?l‘::ir ;ost are still plainlg wsxtgﬁ. ?e&e;:ntﬁerlaﬁgmm a:;
s are found at ea 5
B o1t The victo f Top of Allegheny.

Bartow in the vicinity 0
in sites of the Confederate troops arc still marked by rock
iles %? ?roi:llctsl‘:eir chimneys and contained in all about 1,200 men.
K’lany bullets, metal pieces and personal implements have been found
among these piles.

The battlefield site straddles the old Parkersburg and Staunton
Turnpike and was the encampment of several Confederate units dur-
ing the winter of 1861-62. One battle was fought here on December
13, 1861, resulting in a Federal defeat. The turnpike during this time
was an important military road across the Allegheny Mountains from

the Shenandoah Valley to the counties of western Virginia and gave
direct access to the vital Baltimore and Ohio Railroad further north.
At 4,250 feet in elevation, this was the highest Confederate winter

campground during the war.

On October 3, 1861, Federal forces under General Joseph J.
Reynolds attacked the Confederates at Camp Bartow, some eight
miles distant from Camp Allegheny. The Federals were repulsed and
forced to retire to positions on Cheat Summit, some twelve miles
away. The Confederates retired to Top of Allegheny, where they

preparations for winter camp.

Several other troops reinforced the Confederates until they had
# total strength of approximately 1,200 men under the command
of Colonel Edward Johnson, of the 12th Georgia infantry. Additional
roops stationed there were the 21st, 35th and 52nd Virginia, Hans-
brough's and Reyer's battalions, Lee's and Miller's batteries (eight
peces) and a detachment of the Pittsylvania Cavalry,'
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I'rench still visible on north side of field.
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Volunteers, Bracken's Cavalry and -
20d West Dvwdh'liﬂ':p the turnpike from Bartow to amckmw'_ A
gllery These Lroops had been gathered from Benngmm
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his command and ordered Colonel Moody to take

Milroy |
around the left of the enemy and attack, Milroy
:““w‘";:c mepsm to attack on the right. i

deserters from the Confederate forces were leadin L

\,s::;;l, but they encountered Confederate pickets who A
gw defending the hill and thwarted a surprise attack. Johnson
ot ooce called his troops together and from the commanding heights
down a murderous fire upon the enemy. The battle swayed
-+ and forth from early morning to mid-afternoon when the Fed-
erals were forced to break off the engagement.

Moody's forces in the meantime ha.d difficulty in getting to the
wene of battle and by the time they arrived Milroy’s command was
g back. He attacked anyway, but by now Johnson could bring
m command to bear on the enemy and Moody’s troops were
driven from the field.

The Federals proceeded back down the turnpike to safety in
Randolph County, carrying many of their wounded with them.

Total casualties for the Union forces were 20 killed, 107 wound-
ef, and 10 mussing; and 20 killed, 96 wounded, and 28 missing on
e Confederate side.* Considering the length of battle (about seven

bowrs ) and the number of men involved, the casualities were quite
e

7

Mw 50

The Confederates held the arca through the winter, and left
o Apell 2, 1862, for the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Most of
S wister was spent in reinforcing the hill, building cabins and try-
oy Wy warm.
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View of Parkersburg and Staunton Turnpike from hilltop showing
trench system. Cabin sites in left background.
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War Department, C.S
Richmond, December ﬁ. 1861

it of the engagement of the 13th instant, in whi
a"‘:}“’cg}mand met and repulsed a vastly Wrrior forcem‘:pi{ho“;
£ ady valor worthy of the highest admiration, has been communi-
sl:l by me to the President, and I rejoice to be made the medium
faf communicating to 'you and to your officers and men the expression
of his thanks and o the great gratification he has experienced at

your SUCCESS.

to add that the President readily and cheerfully as
{ am happy stion that you should be promoted to the rankyof st?xl-ll':afl-

my SUgEC -
:ﬁcr-scncral. as a mark of his approval of your conduct, and your

Shation will accordingly be this day sent in to the Congress,
?:kl:“cliatc from the day of the battle. gress, and

J. P. Benjamin

This property should be preserved either by a private concern
or the State as a battlefield site and some limited recreational facili-
ies and interpretative diagrams installed. There are many attractions
in the area already that draw many people, such as the Cass Railroad,
Green Bank Observatory, Spruce Knob, etc. and this could be a popu-

lar attraction, if properly promoted.
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